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AN ATTITUDE OF GRACIOUSNESS
Pastor Doug Surratt     January 8, 2023
Definition: “Grace is acceptance and special favor that is not deserved, earned or repayable.
“Gracious attitude” is “a mindset that frees you to extend acceptance and favor to people who don’t deserve it, and can’t earn it or repay it”

“The law of Moses says, ‘If a man gouges out another’s eye, he must pay with his own eye. If a tooth gets knocked out, knock out the tooth of the one who did it.’”
Matthew 5:38

“…If you are slapped on one cheek, turn the other too.”

Matthew 5:39

“There is a saying, ‘Love your friends and hate your enemies.’ But I say: Love your enemies! Pray for those who persecute you! In that way you will be acting as true sons of your father in heaven. For He gives His sunlight to both the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust too. If you love only those who love you, what good is that? Even scoundrels do that much. If you are friendly only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else? Even the heathen do that.”

Matthew 5:43-47

Development of a Resentful Attitude

Stage 1. Hurt - Which is a response to an act that wounds our feelings, threatens our person or creates personalized injustice.

Stage 2. Anger - The by-product of hurts.

Stage 3. Resentment - A negative filter that leads to the “re-feeling” of intense anger.
Stage 4. Destruction - Personal and relational damage resulting from the repetition of stage 1, 2 & 3.

The Heart of Graciousness

1. A realistic appraisal of the “human condition.”
“All have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious ideal.”

Romans 3:23

2. An understanding of your own imperfections.
“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye?”

Matthew 7:3

3. An agreement with God that revenge is His prerogative.

“Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord. On the contrary: ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

Romans 12:19-21

Two Commitments

1. A commitment to a lifestyle of confrontation.
“If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you…”

Matthew 18:15

“Jesus said, ‘…if you are standing before the alter in the Temple, offering a sacrifice to God, and you suddenly remember that someone has something against you, leave your sacrifice there beside the altar. Go and be reconciled to that person. Then come and offer your sacrifice to God.’”

Matthew 5:23-24

2. A commitment to a lifestyle of forgiveness.
“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

Ephesians 4:32

